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quickened and whose council he had so often
solicited in his fine Conservative speeches in
Whitehall Gardens : Mr, Banks with a parlia-
mentary name of two centuries, and Mr, Chris-
topher from that broad Lincolnshire which Pro-
tection had created : and the Mileses and the
Henleys were there : and the Buncombes and the
Liddells and the Yorkes. And Devon had sent
there the stout heart of Mr. Buck, and Wiltshire
the pleasant presence of Walter Long. . . . The
news that the Government was not only beaten,
but by a majority so large as 73, began to circulate.
An incredulous murmur passed along the Trea-
sury Bench . . . [Sir Robert] began to compre-
hend his position and that the Emperor was with-
out his army."1
The first stage of Gladstone's life was over. For
the next thirteen years he was to spend but some
two in office.
1 Disraeli, lAJs of Lord George Bentinck, pp. 299-301.